Roy Halladay, former All-Star 
pitcher, dies in plane crash. B2 


Proving Air Force liability 
difficult in Texas massacre. A6 


Firefighter/musician Terry 
Sanders plans benefits. E1 


San Francisco Chronicle 


SFCunonicie.com | Wednesday, November 8, 2017 | PRINTED on RECYCLED PAPER | $1.50 dike 


After good season, Sierra hopes for encore 


Michael Macar/ The Chronicle 


Hitting slopes early 
at Tahoe’s resorts 


Stopgap 
plan to 


haul pot 
tax cash 


Treasurer proposes 
armored car fleet to 
help cannabis shops 
By Sophie Haigney 


State Treasurer John Chiang proposed a stop- 
gap Tuesday for a weighty issue cash-based 
cannabis businesses face: He recommended the 
use of armored cars to collect what might 
amount to $1 billion in annual taxes when recre- 
ational cannabis becomes legal for sale Jan. 1. 
Chiang announced the proposal for trans- 
porting cash securely as 
part of the findingsofa Go online 
year-long study on can- 
bis bankini For The Chronicle's 
‘Access to financial enhanced cannabis 
services has been a net- coverage, go to 
tlesome problem for Www-GreenState.com 
medical dispensaries in 
California and in other states like Colorado 
where recreational cannabis has been legalized. 
Because the drug remains federally illegal, most 
banks won't handle money from cannabis busi- 
nesses, leaving them without access to credit 
card payments, checking accounts and electron- 
ie tax payments. 
This will become an even bigger problem in 
Pot bank continues on A8 


D.C. partners 
sue owners of 
Tadich Grill 


By Paolo Lucchesi 


Turmoil continues to engulf the city’s oldest 
restaurant, 


By Melody Gutierrez Wufky the first of the Tahoe area resorts to ‘According to a lawsuit filed in San Francisco 
Crosby has open its doors for the ski season. A Superior Court on Oct. 19, the owners of Tadich 
RENO — Bridget Francis paused his wolf ears light dusting of snow over the week- Grill are being sued by the operators and part- 
near the top of the Wizard chair lift, on for an end prompted the early opening. ners of the restaurant's 2-year-old Washington, 
one foot locked into her snowboard opening day “Thad been stalking (Mount Rose) D.C., location for breach of contract and negli- 
asshe asked a nearby worker to take run at Mount on Instagram and Facebook to see gent misrepresentation, among othe 
a picture ofher with the snow-cov- oe when they would open,” said Fran Court documents allege that Tadich’s long- 


ered slopes in the background. 
Ithad been nearly two decades 
since Francis had skied or snow- 


resort on the 
Nevada side 


cis, who lives in Reno. “I wanted to 
comeas soon as I saw it was open.” 
And she did, arriving shortly after 


time owners, the Buich family, failed to disclose 
to their new partners what they later dubbed as 
“dirty laundry” surrounding estrangement of an 


boarded and shesmiledat thetopofa | of the lake Mount Rose opened its beginner immediate family member that was said to be 
beginnerrun powdered with mostly | Prcttegpen | runs, a favorite for locals racially motivated. As a result, the D.C. outpost 
man-madesnow at Mount Rose-Ski | fene aene Last ski season's record snowfall has lost money every month since opening in 


‘Tahoe, which, on Tuesday, became 


Mount Rose continues on A9 


2015, the partners claim. They are seeking more 
Tadich continues on AB 


New film spotlights need 
to protect firefighters 


By Kurtis Alexander 


As Hollywood rolls out a block- 
buster drama about the 19 fire- 
fighters killed after crawling inside 
their protective emergency shelters 
during a raging 2013 wildfire, the 
federal government is wrapping up 
a real-life bid to improve the na- 
tion's standard-issue fire shelter — 
by going Space Age. 

Much of the redesign is being 
done by a group of NASA engi- 
neers, and their work couldn't 
come at a more opportune time, 
with the deadly Wine Country 
fires just the latest in an escalating 


» Wine Country fires: Regulators 
consider temporary protections on 
utility billing for the displaced. DY 


trend of wildland blazes tearing up 
the West. 

The engineers were already 
busy building heat shields for 
space missions four years ago 
when they heard of the unprece- 
dented deaths of Arizona's Granite 
Mountain Hotshots, portrayed in 
the new film “Only the Brave.” The 
NASA engineers immediately 
decided to volunteer their exper- 
tise. 


Fire shelters continues on A9 


Mary Beth Wusk of NASA Langley Research Center works with a team 
of experts to design a new emergency shelter for wildland firefighters. 


Weather 
Chance of 
rain 

High: 68. 
Low: 47, c6 


NASA 


